THE AMERICAN NOVEL

homesiek for the land and the folkways she left behind. If
the frontier was heroic, so was it tragic* For whatever it gave
it asked hard prices, in loneliness, pain, insecurity, barren
living. Men must live for the future, and perhaps never see
it. A few ruthless wills drive all the rest. Rolvaag dramatized
the conflict between the willing and the unwilling pioneers as
intensely as that between men and nature. Compared with
Giants in the Earth most novels of the frontier seem thought-
less romances. But it is, for all its profound realism, rich in
matter and magical in style.